
Background: DACA at the Supreme Court 

C A S E  B A C K G R O U N D

Department of Homeland Security, et al., Petitioners v. Regents of the 
University of California, et al.
In Regents, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed a lower court’s nationwide injunction against the Trump 
administration’s unlawful termination of the DACA program. That injunction, initially entered in January 2017, 
requires the DHS to continue processing DACA renewal applications. It does not require the processing of new 
applications. The Trump administration initially sought to short-circuit the process not once, but twice. It first did 
so in January 2018 and later did so again, also unsuccessfully, in November 2018.

McAleenan v. Vidal
In Vidal (sometimes referred to as Batalla or Batalla Vidal), a federal court in New York also entered a nationwide 
injunction against the Trump administration’s unlawful termination of the DACA program. It also requires the 
processing of renewal applications only. The Supreme Court granted cert before judgment in that case, meaning 
the Second Circuit Court of Appeals did not rule before the Supreme Court accepted the Trump administration’s 
appeal in the case.

What’s at issue: These cases are about the Trump 
administration’s illegal termination of the DACA program. 
Courts across the country (New York, California, Washington, 
D.C., and Maryland) have all agreed that the Trump 
administration’s termination of the DACA program was illegal.

 What’s NOT at issue: 
DACA is legal and 
constitutional, but 

that’s not what these 
cases are about.
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Key Moments:

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California:
Nationwide injunction entered

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals: Oral argument (Watch)

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals: Decided

U.S. Supreme Court: Cert granted

https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/department-of-homeland-security-v-regents-of-the-university-of-california/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/department-of-homeland-security-v-regents-of-the-university-of-california/
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/nielsen-v-vidal/
https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/media/view_video.php?pk_vid=0000013676
http://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/general/2018/11/08/18-15068%20Opinion.pdf


FWD.us is a bipartisan political organization that believes America’s families, communities, and economy thrive when more individuals are able to achieve their full potential. For too 
long, our broken immigration and criminal justice systems have locked too many people out of the American Dream. Founded by leaders in the technology and business communities, 
we seek to grow and galvanize political support to break through partisan gridlock and achieve meaningful reforms that move America forward in a 21st century economy.

Trump v. NAACP
In NAACP, a federal court in Washington, D.C. vacated the termination of DACA entirely, but later stayed the 
portion of its ruling requiring DHS to accept new applications. The Supreme Court granted cert before judgment 
in that case, meaning the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals also did not rule before the Supreme Court accepted the 
case. 

Unlike other courts, the D.C. court offered DHS an additional opportunity to re-explain its rationale for ending 
DACA, but the court reaffirmed its initial judgment.

Full and complete timeline of all DACA termination litigation can be found here.
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U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York:
Nationwide injunction entered

Second Circuit Court of Appeals: Oral argument (Listen)

U.S. Supreme Court: Cert before judgment granted

U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia: 
Order of vacatur initially entered

U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia:
Order of vacatur reaffirmed

U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia:
Stay limiting ruling to renewal applications only entered

D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals: Oral argument (Listen)

U.S. Supreme Court: Cert before judgment granted

Key Moments:

Key Moments:

https://www.fwd.us
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/trump-v-naacp/
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/litigation-re-DACA-2019.pdf
https://www.fwd.us
https://www.c-span.org/video/?457235-1/circuit-hears-oral-argument-vidal-v-trump-daca-case
https://www.courtlistener.com/audio/61768/national-association-for-the-advancement-of-colored-people-naacp/

